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himself respectfully to Odysseus' queen: relieve me, madam,
Menelaus has no accurate information. You would do better
to listen to me, who will read you the signs exactly and truly.
I swear by Zeus before all other gods, and by the board of
hospitality, and by the good Odysseus' hearth, which I have
reached, that Odysseus is actually in Ithaca at this moment, at
rest or afoot, tracing these crimes to their source and scheming
revenge on the Suitors ~ witness the bird of omen which I saw
from our good ship and proclaimed to Telemachus.'

(Sir,' said the wise queen,' may what you say prove true! If it
does, you shall learn from my liberality what my friendship
means, and the world will envy you your luck.9

While this conversation ^as going on inside Odysseus'
palace, the Suitors, in their usual free and easy way, were amus-
ing themselves outside with quoits and javelin-throwing on the
levelled ground where we have seen them at their sports before.
When supper-time arrived and the sheep came in from the
countryside all round in the charge of the usual drovers, Medon,
who was their chosen master of ceremonies and a partner in
their junketings, came up to summon them. 'Now that you
gentlemen have enj oyed your sports,' he said,(I suggest that you
should come indoors, so that we may get supper ready. There's
much to be said for a punctual meal.' The Suitors obediently left
their games and flocked into the great house, where they threw
down their cloaks on the settles and chairs, and prepared for a
banquet by slaughtering some full-grown sheep and goats as
well as several fatted hogs and a heifer from the herd.

Meanwhile Odysseus and the loyal swineherd were preparing
to come in from the country to the town. It was the excellent
herdsman who first proposed a move.(Friend,' he said, * I see you
are still determined to go to town today, as my master said
you should. I myself would rather leave you here to look after
the farm. But I respect and fear him. He might scold me pre-
sently, and a rebuke from one's master can be a very nasty thing.
So now let us be off. The best part of the day is gone and you
may well find it chilly towards evening.'